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Jennifer MacDonald

Subject: FW: DVP # 13-25

 
 
From:   
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2025 3:00 PM 
To: Jennifer MacDonald <jmacdonald@rdek.bc.ca> 
Cc: Michele Bates <mbates@rdek.bc.ca>;  
Subject: FW: DVP # 13-25 
 
  
To: Jenn MacDonald, Planner, RDEK Board 
  
     I am writing to oppose the DVP 13-25, Shane Stothert, Narachard Holdings.  My surveyor has sent 
me a drawing and a letter stating that the structure in question is on my side of the property line. 
Therefore a Variance is not possible.  I have forwarded the email with the attached Autocad drawing 
file. You can download a free *.dwg viewer if you do not have AutoCad.  
Download Autodesk Viewers | Free Online Viewers | Autodesk Official 
  
I am concerned about a number of things. I am concerned that in the future this will affect my ability to 
develop my property as I see fit. Could this building present a fire hazard that prevents me from 
building near it in the future? According to the BC fire code the setback for this area is 8'. 
  
Shane has built a structure without a building permit, what else is not to code? Shane  has built 5 
structures on his property, all without building permits and 4 structures are in the setback. They range 
from insulated with interior paneling and heating units in c-cans, a walk-in cooler shed with 240V 
electricity, Three C-cans connected together with a membrane roof, heat pump, air-conditioning units, 
water and power. This would set a precedent forcing me to accept these other structures in the 
setback as well.  
  
 One of the biggest problems is snow in my driveway. One of the reasons I filed a complaint was 
because of the snow sliding off the roof onto my driveway that I have to plow. I had asked Mr. 
Stothert to put up snow stops, I even brought some for him to use and he refused saying he didn't 
want to overload the roof. He did put up some snow tabs after the complaint was filed but they do not 
stop all the snow as they do not extend the full width and do not go all the way to the bottom. I also 
have higher accumulation in that area due to the wind moving and depositing snow. 
  
Hardship. What is the hardship here for Shane to come into compliance?  At one point Mr. Stothert 
told me he had two estimates to move the structure, one was for $4,500 and the other was for 
approximately $9,000. The structure is resting on railroad ties, it is not fastened to the ground and 
there is no concrete.  I have worked on projects involving moving buildings and this one would be 
pretty easy. The structure serves no economic purpose for the owner. It is part of his hobby farm. Mr. 
Stothert has the funding ability to pay for a move, he lives on the a ski run at Fernie Alpine Resort and 
his company paves hundreds of kilometers of roads in BC every year.  As former RDEK director Ange 
Qualizza put it to me when I was complaining about the cost of screening "you can't afford it, or don't 
want to?"  Why should I face a hardship in perpetuity when the solution is quite simple and affordable. 
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I am very concerned that in the future when it is time to sell my business and land that I will have to 
disclose this encroachment and it could lead to a failed sale. 
  
I do not trust Shane Stothert to do the right thing in the future. He has placed structures against the 
property line up beside our house with motion sensor lights and plastic bags to set off the lights all 
night long. There are cameras pointed toward our bedroom door and lights on all night long.  There 
are NO trespassing signs with expletives (F you and F off) facing my property. I have never 
trespassed on his property.   
  
Is not a DVP application site drawing supposed to show all structures on the property?  It does not. 
To me his site map seems misleading and lacking. I have attached a crudely modified site map. If you 
go to google maps the aerial view shows the other structures and our driveway. 
  
I am not overly concerned with what Shane does on his property but I am very concerned what he 
does on my property. I feel that I have valid concerns about this DVP and I am asking for it to be 
denied. 
  
Thank you 
Gary Tomlinson 
Ghostrider Storage 
  

 
6145 Brenner Rd. 
Fernie, BC.  
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