
Public Hearing Report – ALR Exclusion 

 Skookumchuck Ranch Ltd 
 

 

 
This report is submitted to the Board of Directors of the Regional District of East Kootenay in accordance 
with the procedures identified in Section 465 of the Local Government Act. 
 
The public hearing for the Skookumchuck Ranch Ltd ALR exclusion application under Section 29 of the 
Agricultural Land Commission Act to exclude 9.54 ha of land from the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) 
was held on April 21, 2026, at 6:00 pm via Zoom webinar. 
 
The following Regional District representatives attended the public hearing: 

  Director Jane Walter, Electoral Area E 
  Director Susan Clovechok, Electoral Area F 
  Tracy Van de Wiel, Planning Technician 2 
 
The notice for the hearing was published in the Kootenay Advertiser on April 9, 2026 and April 16, 2026. 
 
Staff gave an overview of the application prior to the hearing. 
 
Chair Clovechok convened the hearing at 6:01 pm and Regional District representatives were introduced. 
 
Staff gave a brief overview of the application and read the legal proceedings for the public hearing as set 
out by the Guidelines from the Agricultural Land Commission and Local Government Act. Staff noted that 
a report of the hearing would be submitted to the Board of Directors at its May 8, 2026 meeting. 
 
Staff advised that three written submissions were received prior to the public hearing. Two were received 
stating they have no objection to approval of the application and one was received in opposition. The 
letter of opposition includes a historical perspective and information in dispute of certain aspects of the 
application. 
 
Members of the public and a few of the proponents (shareholders in the ownership group) attended the 
public hearing. The Chair invited those in attendance to comment on the application and the following 
people spoke: 
 
Terry Owen (Shareholder in Skookumchuck Ranch Ltd) – he requested that the letter of opposition be 
made available to the attendees so they can respond to it in this hearing. 
 
Chair Clovechok authorized staff to read out the contents of the opposition letter. 
 
After hearing the contents of the letter, Terry Owen agreed that there is some historical ‘scar tissue’ 
between Skookumchuck Ranch Ltd (SRL) and the Drysdale family and said he is hopeful that, if this 
proposal gets to the point of a rezoning application, they plan to work towards building a more positive 
relationship. He said he doesn’t know all the history of the property and he can only speak to their 
knowledge of the property from their purchase date in the 1960s. He said he hadn’t heard anything about 
previous agriculture (i.e. chickens, ducks, pigs, etc.) and that they are simply requesting that the 
developed strip of land be excluded from the ALR. He said it’s obvious this land won’t be used for 
agriculture in future. 
 
Terry said that SRL shares the Drysdale’s concerns about boat traffic and environmental protection. He 
said the boats primarily come from the public access at the south end of the lake and that this access 
isn’t likely to change. He said the ALR designation ‘swap’ they’ve offered may use land with different 
agricultural capability ratings but that the offered inclusion area can still be used by cattle to seek shade 
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and the developed strip is not agricultural at all. He said the field area behind the developed strip is where 
the grazing would be. Terry went on to address more points made in the opposition letter by saying that 
the title linkage offer was made because the RDEK suggested the ALC might consider it to strengthen 
their application because it would limit the number of future homesteads that could be built on the ALR 
portion if it was ever subdivided and sold separately from the lakefront strip. Terry offered that, if needed, 
their agrologist Tim Ross was in attendance at the hearing and could speak further to the 
agriculture issues. He said their ownership group agrees with the Drysdales on the wildfire hazard 
issue and that they really only want remove the ALR layer of regulations from the developed strip of 
land along the lakeshore and to bring the property into compliance with RDEK land use regulations. He 
said the buildings on the developed strip were already on the land, they were just moved around and 
renovated or upkept. 

Neil MacKimmie (Shareholder in Skookumchuck Ranch Ltd) – he said he’s been going to the lake with 
his dad and family since the 1960s. He said he’s here to support the application and he’d like everyone 
to remember that this isn’t a rezoning application. He said there will be lots of time at the rezoning 
stage to work through and mitigate any concerns. He said a significant driver for this application is the 
trouble they’ll have rebuilding any of the homes if a catastrophic wildfire was to occur. He said the 
RDEK needs land use conformance prior to any building permits – even for any renovations. He 
said they are just trying to remove a layer of regulations so that if a fire came through, they could 
rebuild more easily. He also said their ownership group vision is almost completely aligned with the 
Drysdales. He said they’ve kept the property almost the same as it was since they bought it in the 
1960s. He said they’ve added a few buildings and the footprint has expanded slightly but the main 
cabins are the same and have just been kept in good shape. He added that this year will be the 
100th anniversary of the ‘Wolf’ cabin (his family’s cabin) and that their ownership group has worked 
to keep the lake as it is. He said their agreement with the Drysdale’s foresees family growth and 
the need for an extra house on the Drysdale property and said their ownership group will keep any new 
buildings within their own developed strip of land along the lakeshore. He said the ALC has previously 
asked why they don’t just develop on the non-ALR land they own but they don’t want to do this 
because those areas are pristine lakeshore which is what they’ve all spent 60 years trying to protect. 

Don MacKimmie (Shareholder in Skookumchuck Ranch Ltd) – He said there are many things in 
the opposition letter that they take issue with but that’s for a different time.  For now, he said their 
ownership group is trying to maintain the land the way it has been and that they just hope to 
remove the ALR designation and then work with neighbours and the RDEK to bring the property into 
conformance with land use regulations. He said the RDEK can’t issue any building permits even if they 
wanted to. He said the RDEK’s hands are tied and the ownership group’s hands are tied. He said they 
just want to get this first step done, which is getting the land out of the ALR and, after that, we can have 
more of an involved process of discussions with neighbours. 

Chair Clovechok called three times for any additional speakers, and since no further comments 
were made, Chair Clovechok adjourned the hearing at 6:43 pm. 

______ 
Chair Susan Clovechok Tracy Van de Wiel 
Electoral Area F Planning Technician 2 
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Tracy Van de Wiel

From: Caleb Miller 
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 12:40 PM
To: Tracy Van de Wiel
Cc:
Subject: Re: Skookumchuck Ranch Limited - ALR Exclusion Application ID 107153

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Tracy, 
Sorry, my below email should have said 9.5 hectares, not 9.5 acres.  
Oops! 
Cheers! 
 

 
Caleb Miller 
Pommier Ranch Meadery 
3858 Wasa – Sheep Creek Road 

 
Skookumchuck, BC  

 
http://www.pommierranchmeadery.ca/ 
 
 
 

From: Caleb Miller  
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2026 11:48 AM 
To: tvandewiel@rdek.bc.ca <tvandewiel@rdek.bc.ca> 
Cc:  
Subject: Skookumchuck Ranch Limited - ALR Exclusion Application ID 107153  
 
Hi Tracy, 
 
I am a 50% owner of approximately 80 acres of land located on the east side of Wasa Sheep Creek Road 
that abuts land owned by Skookumchuck Ranch Limited (SRL).  The address for our lands is: 3858 wasa 
sheep creek road. 
 

Tracy Van de Wiel
FOI - Section 22(1)



2

I am aware of SRL's application to the Agricultural Land Commission to exclude approximately 9.5 acres 
of its land from the Agricultural Land Reserve (application ID # 107153), and I have no objection to the 
application. 
 
Cheers!  
 

 
Caleb Miller 
Pommier Ranch Meadery 
3858 Wasa – Sheep Creek Road 

 
Skookumchuck, BC  

 
http://www.pommierranchmeadery.ca/ 
 

Tracy Van de Wiel
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Tracy Van de Wiel

From: Rebecca Pommier 
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 2:37 PM
To: Tracy Van de Wiel
Cc:
Subject: ALR Exclusion Application ID 107153

Hi Tracy: 
  
I am a 50% owner of approximately 80 acres of land located on the east side of Wasa Sheep Creek Road 
that abuts land owned by Skookumchuck Ranch Limited (SRL).  Caleb Miller owns the other 50%. The 
address for these lands is 3858 Wasa Sheep Creek Road. 
  
I am aware of SRL's application to the Agricultural Land Commission to exclude approximately 9.5 acres 
of its land from the Agricultural Land Reserve (application ID # 107153), and I have no objection to the 
application. 
  
Rebecca Pommier 

Alistair McInnis
FOI Stamp
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